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On the Fighting Line.
On miliary aeroplanes manned by

American citizens who are eerrlng in
the allied armies the American tiiiK

flies Unofficially but not
wc arc represented on the

firing lines, nml the message of this
unauthorized but approved display Is
heartening to the men who benrWie
burden of the struggle for freedom to
which we nit; now committed. And
without delay the United States should
raise Its Aug on the battle front.

Cull It a sentimental nrmy If you
will, but even 10,000 men carrying tlln
Stars and Strlpw would be a force
for victory In the trenches of Flanders

fid Franco
True, they could hold but half it mile

oat of the 1500 miles of trenches that
scar the fair face of Franco to-da-

True that in u single battle of this
frightful war 10,000 men, and more,
have been put out of action In a
single day.

But ns n moral stimulus to the
Allies, a guarantee of real fighting
friendship and an earnest of more to
follow, even this handful of soldiers
from the republic that Frnnce helped
to establish will be invaluable. And
M a discouragement to the enemy
this proof that Uncle Sam means to
light, not merely to lend money and
protect himself, will be most pow-

erful. He sure that Germany Is not
going to spread widely in r trenches
the news that the American Republic
hat entered the war. Why will It not
be well for us to carry that tidings
with our own flag, and proclaim it
by the blasts of our bugles on the
frlus line?

The Value of a Bryan Treaty.
Singular what a respect for treaty

obligations the Germans would exact
from other nations while themselves
treating treaties as mere scraps of
paper.

Here comes the Rerlln Tapcolaif de-

ploring Germany's failure to adopt one
of tho Bryan treaties so strenuously
urged by President Wilson's first Sec-

retary of State. "We realize now,"
ways the TaticMatt, "what a big mis-

take It was that German policy saw fit
to refuse to conclude the Bryan peace
treaty such as England and other
Powers entered Into with the United
States. If such a contract existed to-

day the United States would bo com-

pelled to submit even the gravest dif-

ferences to a court of arbitration, be-

fore breaking relations. This would
mean gaining about n year."
" If the Bryan treaty had been in
force Germany might have continued
Its policy of frlghtfulness on the seas
while the arbitration of our griev-

ances dragged Its slow length along.

It Is true that the treaties prohibit
any acts of war during the progress
of the arbitration proceedings, but
Germany Insists that sinking our
ships nnd murdering our citizens are
not acts of war. They are merely
unfortunate mlschnnces Incident to
n stnte of war with countries other
than the United States. Accordingly
tho Bryan treaty, happily not 'con-
cluded with Germany, would if it
were In effect hao given that nation
precisely what 6be wants n year's
time to practise ruthless destruction
of the ships of enemies and neutrals
alike.

At tho end of that time, having
all the good that the treaty held

for her, Germany could and probably
would have tohseil It Into the waste
basket with the other scraps of paper.

The Conservation of Food.
The squadron in the field, the dash-

ing charge, the soaring airplane, the
trenches spitting lire, the steam riv-

eter's rattle of the machine-guns-
, the

deeper ronr of the field siege ar-

tillery with all these features of
grim vlsaged war the corretondents
have long since made us familiar.

But not by them alone Is war waged
successfully. Less picturesque but
not less effective nro certain types of
civilian activities needful to keep the
fighting In progress. It Is not for
nothing that Great Britain's dom-
inant power In tho war began to rt

Itself only afier the Govern ment
'had recognized tho need of it Minis-

ter of Munitions. Germany, for all
her unequalled fighting power, would
have been out of the- - combat
had her Insulllclent supply of food
not been put under the vigorous con-

trol of an efllclent Food Director
enrly In tho wur.

Conservation of foodstuffs will be
tho first problem of civilian organi-
zation forced upon this country. Wo
have been feeding In great part the
Entente Allies. We must continue r6

to do, for they are now our allies in
fact If not yet in form. Yet from
every well informed source guard-- !

edly from the Government, more
frankly from unofficial statisticians
comes the warning that the United
Suites faces a short crop year.,

To secure sufficient farm, lubor Is

always a problem. The shortage Is
already serious. It will bo enor
mously Increased when we begin
drafting the men for the first nrmy
of n million that is to be raised Im

mediately. Some central authority
should supervise the wprk of enroll
ing farm laborers nnd sending them
where they are needed at the moment
they are needed. It will be a vastly
more difficult task than getting out
the disciplined militia or even mobi
lizing great bodies of raw recruits.

Always the United States has
wasted as much food ns It uses per
haps more. There Is waste In pro-

duction, distribution and consump
tion. A French family would thrive
on what an American family throws
away. With a world fating famine
this evil must be ended. Can any
public official mobilize the thriftless
consumers of America for the mend-
ing of their wnys?

The problem of conservation of the
food supply Is one of prime impor-
tance. Our nnvy and our allies may
keep the Germans from our shores,
but famine, threatening alike our
lives and those of our friends whom
we nrc pledged to feed, will, if the
way bo left open, come marching upon
us from our own fields. It Is well
that against this the Government is
already on guard.

Austria Breaks With Us.
The situation created by Austria's

severance of diplomatic relations with
this country is similar to that
which existed between the United
States nnd Germany from February
3,- when Ambassador von Bernstobff
received his passports, to April 0,
when the Congress officially declared
the state of war which had been
thrust upon us by Germany. Austria--

Hungary nnd the United States
are not at war, but it will be prnc-trcall- y

Impossible to avoid war.
There nre thousands of Austrinns

In this country whose status Is deli-
cate. They are not at present enemy
aliens, but they arc subjects of an
empire allied to an enemy of the
United States. The Ambassador of
their country was the first represen-
tative of it belligerent Power to be
dismissed from the United States for
conduct inimical to our Interests.
Thnt nil of them sympathize with
the Teutonic cause In the present
war is not a fact; there are, however,
a number of them supporting their
Government, and their conduct must
be carefully scrutinized.

By sending Count Tabnowski to
take the place left vacant by Dr.
Dumba Vienna made plain n desire
to maintain relations with us, but
his departure from Europe antedated
the withdrawal of Germnny's pledge
to observe international law In the

warfare, nnd he has not been
received by our Government. In the
meantime Austria has indorsed In
principle the present practices of Ger-
many, and from the day of that In-

dorsement it wn's assured that the
course adopted toward Germany
would be followed toward her ally.

Austria Is completely under Prus-
sian domination at present. The Ini-

tiative in all matters of war and
state comes from Berlin. This con-

dition is not relished at Vienna, nnd
elsewhere In tlje Dual Empire It Is
bitterly resented. The world Is not
Informed ns to the progress of events
under Charles, though we know of
political difficulties In Austria ren
dering Important changes In the Gov
ernment necessary, and the effect of
the Russian revolution must have
been strongly felt by tho Slavic ele-

ments In the population. We may
be sure that a political drama of
transcendent interest is being played
behind the censorship, and Austria's
submission to Prussia may have n
.dynastic significance not now clear.

Economy? Certainly; but Above All
Defence.

Secretary Daniels's application of
rigid business principles to the pur
chase of supplies for the nnvy Is most
admirable. Undoubtedly, ns In the
past, in time of pence the nnvy has
been plundered by conscienceless con
tractors, so In time of war, without
ceaseless vigilance on the part of the
Secretary, it will be despoiled n
hundredfold.

While it is gratifying to learn, ns
was learned from Saturday's papers,
that the Navy Department has saved
$20,000,000 in Its contracts for steel
for use In 1017, It will be vastly more
gratifying to learn that the Navy De
partment and tho War Department
nre rapidly placing their orders for
steel, for cannon, for explosives, for
shells, for ships, for uniforms, for
military and ' naval equipment of
every sort, so that we shall bo ready
to play a man's part in this wur be-

fore It shall he ended.
Economy In the administration of

army and navy affairs Is a desirable,
a necessnry thing. But It Is not tho
vltnl thing. Swiftness nnd complete
ncss of preparation for actual war Is
the great desideratum In all tho exec-

utive departments To sacri
lice u ship, or perhaps a city, lest
some American manufacturer should
make a profit u bureaucrat considers
exireme would bo poor economy.

So noisy nnd so Irresponsible was
the clamor about tho war being forced
by munition makers and manufactur-
ers for their own profit that there Is

danger thnt some department heads
may be led Into grave errors in their
zeal to defeat extortion.

With nil deference wo would sug
gest to tho Administration that, tho
American business man is not the real
enemy to oppose nt the present mo

ment. The present tendency Is to
confront tho great corporations, upon
whose activity nnd resourcefulness In
production the issue of the war will
largely Hinge, as though they were
foes intent upon the spoliation of the
nation. A reduction in their prices,
even though it bemnde voluntarily,
is proclaimed to the nation ns u vic-

tory. The sinking of n squadron, of
German raiders emild hardly be an-

nounced by the Nnvy Department
with moro exultation than a saving
made in the estimates for steel after
n perfectly amicable conference with
the manufacturers. '

Kconomy nnd efficiency, saying nnd
speed, should go together In prepnrlng
for the comlng conflict. But if either
Is to be sacrificed it must not be either
the swiftness nor the effectiveness of
our preparation. Above all, the an
tagonism of tho grcnt industrial en-

terprises of the nation should not be
aroused by looking upon them at the
outset ns mere Instruments of extor
tion to be treated almost as enemies.

America's First Shell.
In money and credit tho United

States is prepared for war. Conse-
quently its first contribution to the
struggle against Germany will be in
the form of loans and adjustments of
credits. The details of these opera
tions must be worked out by the au-

thorities at Washington, London nnd
Paris; the gratifying and encouraging
fact-t- be recorded at this time la thnt
the Administration here has not un
derestimated the necessities of the sit
uation, and plans to ask for appro-
priations sufficiently lnrge to make our
assistance adequate to the needs of
those who are In fact, though not
formally, our allies.

The preliminary programme of the
Treasury provides for a bond Issue
to raise funds Immediately, and a re-

vision of the taxes to Insure greatly
Increased revenues throughout the
war and until normal conditions arc
restored after its close. It Is already
plain thnt no concession Is to be made
to extremists In the arrangement of
the new Imposts. .The task of raising
funds without Inflation and without
confiscation has been undertaken in
soberness said seriousness. No effort
has been made to conceal the fact
that taxes are to be heavy; but on the
other hand It Is plain thnt these taxes
are to be collected solely for the sup-
port of the Government, and not as a
punishment for success nnd for thrift,
though experience with emergency
taxes does not encourage the belief
they will ever be entirely removed.

The success of the initial bond Issue
Is nlready assured. It provides the
first opportunity for the American
people to strike a blow at the Power
which has already Invaded their
rights, humiliated them in the pursuit
of thel. lawful callings, nnd menaced
their personal and national freedom.
Large though the sum to be raised,
tho stock of money on which to draw
is ample ; and the response to the an'
nouncement that the subbcriptlou
books are open will give convincing
testimony to the determination of
America to pursue victory to the end
of the war.

The People's Kingdom and the
People-Whe- n

Emperor William and his
advisers talk about a "people's king
dom of the Ilohenzollerns" they are
trying to graft n slip of democracy on
the Knlser's family tree. This deli-

cate operation may be successful and
it may not. By their fruits ye shall
know them, und tho fruit of the
Hohenzollern orchard Is bitter as
death In the mouths of the German
democrats. Like the peach It has a
luscious appearance but contains
prusslc acid in Its heart.

Volkskoenlgsthum Is tho Ingenious
word for the people's kingdom put for
ward now In Germany. Nothing can
be done about It at present, the Ger-ma-n

people are told, but ut the con-

clusion of tho war nil will be ar-
ranged satisfactorily. So the people's
kingdom Is a kingdom to come.

Germany Is the home of all kinds
of folk uctlvlty, nnd folk music, folk
dancing, folk speech, folk stories have
there received the most widespread
and reverent attention. Learned Her- -

ren Professoren have traced the
Grimm brothers' fairy tales back to
Babylonia and have demonstrated con
cluslvely that the Chaldicans had the
snme folk Ideas as the Bavarian peas-
ant. Among these Ideas there has,
from time to time, emerged one which
would be Instantly recognized were it
to be brought forwnrd In Germany to
day. It is tho rather old and simple
notion that was acted upon by various
German ruclnl groups long before tho
Ilohenzollerns set up In business. We
may cnll it, for convenience, folk rule,

Mobilised for the War and After.
Industry has mobilized, and Its

product Is delivered to the United
Stntes for military und naval pur-
poses at prices fair to the seller and
to the buyer.

Transportation has mobilized, nnd
the carriers of the nation iinve en-

tered Into a pnet under which men
nnd supplies for tho Government will
take the most expeditious routes to
reach their destinations.

Now labor Is mobilizing, with an
agreement that Its power shall be put
unreservedly ut the nation's com-
mand, that Its Inllucnce shall he ex-

erted for peace at home while we are
nt war abroad, und that Its first care
shall lie tho welfare of the country
nnd tho success of American arms on
land and sea.

Thus tho population Is transform-
ing itself promptly to serve tho needs
of tho country, with only ouc object
In view. From this unselfish effort to
uchleve a victory In which nil shall
share much moro than a temporary
truce of antagonistic ambitions will
result. Common endeavor In a com-

mon cuu-- e will bring mutual under- -
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standing; the social effect of self-'deni-

will be enduring; and the
United States will emerge from the
ordeal it is to undergo strengthened,
united and better equipped for the
performance of its splendid mission
to democracy

As Secretary of etate Richard Olnet
conducted the discussion over the
Venezuela, boundary with skill and
firmness. The (Monroe Doctrine was
not only upheld but more firmly es-
tablished, and thus Mr. Olnet was In-

strumental In effecting one of the most
valuable services the United States has
performed for the other' republics in
this hemisphere.

Hois take Jump. From the live stock
market report.

Street car hogs are not affected by
thro market, however.

Loyal and patriotic citizens of. Wis-
consin have formed what they call
"Tho Never Again Society." It Is to
be a national organization to oppose
the reelection of the wilful men in
Congress who opposed a declaration
of war against Germany. If Wiscon-
sin keeps on at this rate tho fitidte, no
long under tho debasing 'blight of La
Follettism, will soon be rid of his In-

fluence. As an evidence of good faith
Milwaukee- beat every hyphenated can
didate at the school board and judi-
cial elections last week. Tho German
American Alliance-challenge- d the pa
triotism of the voters and, got the lick-
ing it deserved.

Come on In, Brazil! That old neu
tral pain Is instantly relieved.

Tho German bombardment la so
fast obliterating Bhelms that the
French Government has ordered all
tho residents lingering there to leave
the city. The ruins of the cathedral
will, of course, fall with th rest of
tho city. A vast mound of powdered
brick and stone will remain to tell the
story of German Kultur as applied to
French art.

Wilhei.m gives promises to Prussia
at a day when it would prefer pretzels.

The George Washington, German,
and the Martha Washington, Austrian,
aro among the interned ships jselzed by
the United States. That august pair
may now comprehend what they
risked by disregarding the original
George's warning against "entangling
alliances abroad."

Does an Easter Monday snowfall of
seven inches mean there Is a traitor
In tho Weather Bureau?

Wo rejoice at the safe return of the
St. Louts. She was tho first armed
American merchantman to sail for the
barbarism zone. She traversed It twice
unassalled, and had she been assailed
she would .havo given a good account
of herself. ,

Virgin Islea bouKht to forestall Berlin.
.VetojjKJjjer hltulUne.
Denmark must bless the competition

that put their price up to $26,000,000.

Austria Is one of those Governments
that aro never heartily hated or heart-
ily liked.

KAISERISM.

Thoughts of a Non-Pacif- Resident
of the Towa of Penn.

To the Hditor ok The Sun Sir: There
Is no national song with more beauti-
ful melody than "Deutschiand tlber
Alles." unless It be tho Russian hymn,
but It bear the curse of Kalserlsm.
There are no scholars more praiseworthy
lrr the world than the thorough German
scholars, und ye't they aro forced to
bear the curse of Kalserlsm on their
back. There are no better people in
tho world than tho German people, and
yet, because of the damnable system of
Kalserlsm which they uphold, they fall
to have the proper recognition of their
excellence.

I am an American. I want to fight
the Germans. I want the Stars and
Stripes to be on the Somme and Olse
along with the French. But. like Mr.
Brltling"s son. I say, "Damn the Kaiser.
Damn all fools."

Herbert F. Harris.
Philadelphia, April 9.

REPRISAL URGED.

It WonU Be Jnst to Take an Interned
Ship for Every Ship of Oars Sunk.

To tub Editor or The sun Sir: The
decision of tho Government that there
shall be no reprisals for the sinking of
our merchantmen is repugnant to the
sense of Justice of American citizens If
it Is contrary to a strict interpretation
of international law to seize tied up
vessels of a nation' that Is waging war
on us, Is It not doubly so to sink our
peaceful merchantmen with their human
freight?

Why not utilize German merchantmen
of approximate!" the same tonnage, put-

ting them into servlco as fast as they
can be fitted up, stipulating that this
Government will reimburse the owners
when we are paid by Germany for our
ships destroyed by them? This may be
contrary to tho notion of thoso "apolo-
gies of men" whose blood Is fed on
grape Juice and whose minds are a
wabbling Chautauquan circuit of Utopian
Ideas, men who have been engaged in
a verbal warfare for several years 'n an
attempt to protect their pet theories and
personal property at tho expense of their
countrymen, whose business Interests
and Ufa have been at the mercy of those
who recognize no law but that of might.
But let us have Justice. American.

Holtoke, Mass., April 9.

' rrogreM.
Knlcker Oermany has Government reg-

ulation of food.
Docker After that will come food reg-

ulation of Government.

Whmt Y.jttj Man Knows.
mm the Hampton County Herald.

Everybody knowe eomethlng and most
people know a lot of lomethlnge.

Tho Tree of France.
Hush, little leaves, your iprlngtlme dance,
SI(h for the murdered trees of Trance.

nooted deep were their sturdy forma.
Joying both In the sun and itorrai.

Friends were they of tho peasant folk,
Friend whom the birds and kino bespoke.

Ever they gave while slow years wheeled
Shade and shelter and fruitful yield.

Spoil are they of dettroylng lust,
Not of the battle stroke or thrust.

l'rono they lie on tho Ilun'a black path,
Done to death by his thwarted wrath.
They aro a garden still to see,
They are the world's Gethaemane!

Hush, little (eares, your sprlnrtlme dance,
High for the murdered trees of Trance.

McLiNpamoM WiLaoN,

.'r

KEEP YOUR MOUTH. SHUT.

An American Cltiien Can't See How
It Applies to Natltei.

To. tub EDiTon of Tub Sun Sfr; In
reference to tho editorial article In Tub
Hun "Keep Tour Mouth Shut" I wish to
express an opinion.

You say that Germans In this coun-
try are In an embarrassing position
which should not be made more dim-cul- t.

As an American In practically
every senao of the word I ask you why
I or any natlvo should refrain from
expressing an opinion as to the acts of
Germany or not rebel against anything
or any one attempting to Justify these
acts? Tho American newspapers. In-

cluding Tub' Hun, freely express their
opinions In terms anything but compl-
imentary to Germans. Yet you say the
American Individual must do nothing to
embarrass these enemy aliens. Surely
you realize that these very Germans
here In our land aro with few exceptions
the slackers of their natlvo land. Not
long before the present war the Kaiser
Issued a call for tho return of these
foreign subjects, 'promising .Immunity to
them. Ho must have been much grati-
fied by tho results!

You say that tho Attorney-General- 's

order applies to natives as well as enemy
aliens. Now the words he uses if ad-

dressed to IiIh fellow citizens would be
fully as Insulting as the enemy's "Ver-boten- ."

To forbid us to apeak an opin-

ion of an enemy Government so as not
to embarrass his sensitive subjects is
to take away our freedom, to make us
ton a line beside our enemies.

T shall soon be In that class whose
duty It is to shoot tho enemy 'on sight.
Until then I Intend to practise this free-

dom that I am going to fight for, and I
will resent any belligerency on the part
of these alien enemies. It them use
extreme caro and they will faro ex-

tremely well in this land of extreme
'fairness. C. Fred Dohertt.

Unqlewood, N". J., April 7.

MONEY FOR AGRICULTURE.

Government Loans to Farmers Sug-

gested.

To the Kditob or The Sun Sir: Now
that we have allied ourselves on tho
side of right the question arises how
can we most efficiently cooperate with
the other nations to defeat the purposo
of the German Government?
' Militaristic measures und financial
plans are well under way. Tho short-
age of shipping, plainly seen, will be
remedied. There is one burden that this
country Is particularly well fitted to
bear, and It Is aa important as any. I
refer to the raising of crops.

This country, to feed its own people
at prices that will prevent suffering and
to send huge supplies to tho allied coun-

tries, must raise larger crops than have
ever been known. Tho progressive
farmer is well awaro of this, and there
will unquestionably be a tremendous
acreage planted this year.

There will, however, be hundreds of
thousands of acres whose owners are
not financially able to pay tho present
extremely high prices for fertilizer and
seeds. I suggest tliut tho Government,
through county agents, loan any sober,
worthy land holder, situated as I have
described above, sufficient money to buy
fertilizer and seeds, upon tho farmer's
assurance that he will to the best of his
ability raise the crops in question.

The Government could tako the land
owner's notes bearing interest of 3 per
cent, a year with a lien on the entire
crop, the loan to be repaid in cash at
the time tho crop Is sold, which helling
could not tako place until the county
agent had been notified.

I know that an idea llko this carried
out would Increase tho yield so neces-
sary to take care of the unusual and
Imperative requirements. If such ac-
tion Is to be taken there should bo no
delay. How ran this Idea be best
brought to the attention of the Ad-
ministration? H. J. Flint.

Providence, K. I., April P.

DOWN WITH GRAVITY!

Is It Not High Time to Discard Sir
Isaac's Silly Old Theory?

To the Editor or The Sun sir; I
believe that humanity will come into a
priceless heritage when Inventors and
other thinkers cast aside the erroneous
attraction theory of gravitation, upon
which have ibeen based the principles of
the sciences for over two centuries, and
consider InIts place heat, or repulsion,
the universal force, and apply Its prin-
ciples In developing their inventions and
new achievements.

How In the name of common sense
could anything attract? Sir Isaac New-
ton admitted that ho could not see why
anything should attract. He left this
question to future generations." Attrac-
tion was an Imaginary Influence. Heat,
or repulsion, Is the only force In the
universe. It is clear that heat Is force
and that it repels. It Is not Imaginary;
it is a reality, a real forco that can ex-

plain in a clear, simple way the mo-
tions of matter and the physical phe-
nomena of the universe, and being tho
true basis of tho sciences It can give to
mankind come manollous truths und
wonderful inventions.

D. A. J'. Gnovrn.
Kansas Citt, Mo., April 8.

WINDING THE WATCH.

Better Time Kept If It Is Done In the
.Horning.

To tub Editor ok The Sun blr; In
"J. A, Q.'s" letter to the Hun ho ad
vises winding tho watch after wo rise
In the morning rather than wlndtng It
when wo go to bed. Ho says tho hour
of getting up Is much moro regular than
that nt which wo retire.

Ho is most certainly rlxht as to his
contention, but ho overlooks tho great-
est advantage of all, and that is that by
winding In tho morning no carry a
tight spring as wo go about tho daily
task. Whllo wo are sleeping and tho
timepiece is not subjected to uso it Is
running on a much moro slack
aa It should do. Whereas If we wind
tho watch at night we havo It half run
down beforo wo uso It In the morning.

Any one with common kciiso ;iml n
llttlo reason tlll ear-ll- ueo the advan-
tage. I have always wound my watch
in the morning and a variation nf live
seconds in as many months suits mo.

A. ii. HUTI.ER.
Burlington, Vt.. April 9.

A hubetltute for ConM-rlpt- fcugseeled.

To the EniTon nr Tun Sun iir: Now
that uulvcrial liability to bervlco Is

would It not be a good Idea to
select a good word or phraae to take the
place of "conicrlpt"? That conveys rather
an unpleasant hieii, t think, to the ma-
jority of people.

In civil war dj after many worthy
folks had volunteered the moro reluctant
Individuals wern forcibly corralled by

Therefore under tho new ineta-od- a

and policies It aienn to me that tho
word, correct though It may be In Ua
etymology. In rot nltugettUT suitable.

.Vsw Yoke, April U. r' W. fc'imau,

THE PROCLAMATION.

Warning That It Deals Too Mildly
With Dangerous Aliens.

To tub Editor or The Bun Sir: After
carefully reading the President's procla-
mation it seems to me that tho punish-
ment proposed for certain aliens does
not fit the crime. Does any one sup-

pose that any real enemy would dispose
of or surrender arms or explosives If
the only punishment for possession were
their seizure "if found"? What are
our authorities thinking of? Is it pos-

sible they still believe in the "honor of
the enemy"? Doesn't every one know
that our only danger In the United
States Is from within, and .don't our
officials know that every "enemy" Is a
reservist and fully armed, ready for an
opportunity?

Why Isn't an order Issued that every
citizen of an enemy country must sur-
render all firearms or explosives to
proper authority within a certain time
or be summarily dealt with? Isn't this
what Germany does, and isn't It the only
safe way to protect our homes, our
country and ourselves 7 Why take any
chances that we can provide against?
For God's sale don't leave armed ene-
mies behind the linos, and don't delay!,
Don't tell them that we will "slap them
on the wrist" and "take their guns and
pistols away." Get them all, the quicker
the better, and then keep track of as
many of them as possible all tho time.

New York, April 9. A Citizen.

JACK'S BELL TROUSERS.

The American Sailor's Leg Wear Jus-title- d

In Use.
To the Editor op The Sun Sir; Your

correspondents "A. L. P." and others
cast blame on the fashion of sailors'
trousers. They are Ignorant. There
is' tho best reason In the world for the
"bell cut" or flare. It Is to permit
quick rolling up of tho trousers legs
when Jack Tar has to wade, as In
beaching the captain's cutter through
stiff breakers.

In Hawaii this was a familiar sight
for mo and again during our civil war,
when I had the good fortune to serve
under Admiral Farragut, and occasion-
ally had command of 'a boat's crew.

What shall wo do with all thoso peo
ple who never have been to tea? Now
Is their chance.

Titus Mcnson Coak.
New York, April 9.

They're Good for Going Aloft In.
To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: Busy-bodi-

who aro trying to change tho
navy uniforms, whllo the brave boys
are chasing the under sea soldiers and
can't speak for themselves, should un
derstand:

That the uniform suits Jack as it is.
Ho was offered a change several years
ago and voted it down.

The open collar is far more whole-som- o

than .tho tight closed military co-
llar and more comfortable.

The bell shaped trouscr legs are
needed for free foot action In going
aloft and prevent accident.

The suit Is easily trashed and Ironed
by the sailor himself, as the Unltcl
States doesn't allow washerwomen on
board battleships.

The uniform as It Is ults the girls.
New York, April 9. Jack.

Three Itolls and a Half Hitch.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Ono

of your correspondents, who objects to
what he calls "the idiotic Happing bell
trouser" of our sailor's uniform, says
that Its persistent use "defies reason."
It may not be beautiful, but it was de-
signed for an Intelligent purpose.

A sailor must be prepared at any
time to Join a landing expedition,
where conditions make it necessary to
Jump overboard and splash through
water to the shore. On such occasions
tho "bell bottomed" trouser leg Is read-
ily turned up and hitched at the waist
so that his landing Is effected without
putting him ashore with a nether gar-
ment of heavy material soaked with
water, to be dried on him, perhaps. In a
bitterly cold wind. L.

New York, April 9.

PLAYING NATIONAL AIRS.

Introducing Them Into Medleys
Should He Prohibited.

To the Editor or Thc Sun Sir: In
your editorial on the Vardaman Inci-

dent In Washington you go direct to
thc mark when you say that national
anthems should not bo played as parts
of medleys of tunea. but should be
"taken straight." It Is very discon-
certing to an audience or a company of
diners to rise, somotlmes at great In-

convenience, when they hear the open-
ing strains of "Thc Star Spangled Ban-
ner" or "America," and have the or-

chestra switch off to another tune al-

most as soon as they are all standing.
Incidentally, with all duo respect to

tho British tune "God Save the King,"
used so long for "America," there are
many of us who prefer for our song
the simple and beautiful American mel
ody now becoming so familiar to school
children and patriotic societies nnd
composed, t believe, by a New Yorlt
school superintendent.

Let us hope that your article may
attract such attention as will result In
prohibition by law of tho use of our
national anthems In medleys. Tou
havo struck ut a real abuso and the
public Is indebted to you.

IIoi.lis, April 9. Enolish Descent.

PAY WHAT YOU PLEASE.
Doctrine of a Man Who Wants Prices

Left Alone. '

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Hold
on. I don't wish to be Germanized Just
yet. If I don't know enough to tako
care of mvself an reamrdn nrlr-j- , n,wi
dealer In liurchaslnir mv ifrwuf tit,. It ia
better for the country that tho Idiot
snoum narve. i ao not wish to loso all
Individual freedom and havo a Govern-
ment have the power to tell all mer-
chants to sell at the same price and tho
Government set the price.

I havo noticed the difference In prices
Mr. N. llehar speaks of for noventy-thre- e

years, having sold goods-- for forty
Of them; but keep the Government's
hands off, leave me a little individual
freedom to make my choice of merchants
to deal with and tho price to pay.

New York, April 9. JI. Bates.

The Lojtlty of an American Irish-man-

To THE Editor or Thb Sun Sir; I
cannot find words In the dictionary that
would properly express my coudemna
tlon of tho sentiments expressed In tho
Gaelic American,

I am with President WUson till hell
freezes over, democracy unites Europe
and Ireland gets homo rule. All will
bo avcompllshed.

William F. Co.si.on-- ,

American Irlriunau.
UiWIlli, N, J April 8,

VOLUNTEER TO PLANT AN ACRE AND

KEEP THE COST OF LIVING DOWN.

The Chief of American Printers Turns Fre Type lo Urge the Itaisln;

Winter Vegetables.

In the emergency which confronts
the aoyernmcnt under which wo live
there is an earnest, heartfelt desire on
tho part of all except a few to be
helpful. Many aro too old to offer
their services to tho army or to tho
navy. Mimy aro not qualified cither
as orators or as writers to appeal to
the patriotism of. th&se who are' eligi-
ble for active service. Evon If all
were so qualified, tho problems which
confront tho nation will not all bo
solved through words spoken or
printed: Thero must bo action and
results.

Those responsible for tho admin-
istration of the affairs of the army
and, the navy will havo plenty of sug-
gestions from experts to guldo them.
Too many cooks aro apt to spoil tho
broth. Inexperienced cooks, particu
larly, are not wanted, and wo may as
well admit that most of us nre Inexpe-
rienced. But wo can be helpful. Let
us volunteer to find tho way without
waiting to be drafted.

lrom every large city there will bo
drawn hundreds and Id some Instances
thousands of men .for tho army and
for! tho navy. Many of these men aro
tho breadwinners for families or de-
pendents who will suffer In moro ways
than ono through their absence. No
doubt a patriotic fund will be estab-
lished, as In Canada, to assist these
fathers, mothers, wives nnd children
financially. . So far, so good. But the
homo guard can do more.

Within reasonable distance of every
large city and frequently within its
very borders there are hundreds of
acres of uncultivated land. Many of
the owners of this property will
cheerfully and enthusiastically volun-
teer Its use for tho "plant an acre
for the wives and kiddies" suggestion
which the writer submits. .

Tho land owners will volunteer, I
am sure. Then organize tho clubs,
big and little men, women and chil-
dren in every community. Instead of
soliciting contributions to buy a bushel
of potatoes, ask for contributions and
volunteers to plant and cultivato an
acre of potatoes, beans, onions, tur-
nips, beets any vegetables which are
not quickly perishable.

.No doubt large tracts could bo se-

cured or rented cheaply in the vicinity
of the military camps which will bo
established. Tractors are to be an
Important part of our army equip

THE LOST TERRACE.

At the Foot of Fast Fifty-fir- st Street;
It Is Historic Ground.

To the Editor or the Sun Sir; An
old Sun subscriber inquires .about the
Lost Terrace. Terrace Wall, as It was
spoken of in my boyhood days, was at
the foot of East Fifty-flr- st street. A
flight of stone steps carried you down to
the bank of the East River. There was
a tablet on tho wall giving tho names
of tho commissioners who caused Its
construction, also tho name of the
builder. Design and masonry were
ordinary.

Tho approach, to my mind, was the
feature to look at. One passed tho
Beekman mansion, erected in 1764, oc-

cupied in 1776 by General Howe, where
Captain Hale was brought a prisoner
from I org Island in September of that
year for detention In the Green house.
Its walls wero standing in my day. I
havo walked over the floor of the Green
house, then a wreck. Captain Hale was
tried and condemned to be hanged, and
was hnnged a few days later.

Several places havo been located as
the i,cene of the execution. One was
Rutgers apple orchard, another the Junc-
tion of Fourth avenue and the Bowery,
where stands the Cooper Institute. The
authentic place where the gallant Cap
tain was handed over to the bloody
executioner Cunningham was. to my
mind, about half a. mile north. This
land was later known as Hamilton
Square, extending from what Is now
Sixty-fift- h to Sixty-nint- h street and
from Third fb Fifth avenue. Tho execu
tion was hurried. Tho nearest localitv
on public land was the Common.

John D. Criiimins.
New York. April 9.

Possibly lleekman Flare.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Your

reader who seeks to Identify an East
Side terrace evidently means Beekman
placo and not Beeckman terrace. Beek-
man place runs from Forty-nint- h to
FIfty-tlr- st street, and lies between First
avenuo and the East River. W. 55.

New York, April 9.

KEEP MONEY BUSY. j

No Time to Let Up In Either Pro. j

ductlon or Construction.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Tii

utterance of The Sun on pushing suh
way construction, "money spent on

'

needed labor Is not hoarded, but re- -
turns altnobt entirely to circulation, ' Is',
a chunk of wisdom that should be given t

wido dissemination ly thc prets The
money paid as wages to subway workers

or in any other lino of work goes
to buy groceries, clothes, furniture and
the thousand and ono other articles
that minister to our needs.

This la not a timo for hoarding or
ceasing needed public or private im-

provements. Every dollnr paid to labor
creates a demand for another dollar's
worth of labor products. Tho men who
have planned construction work should
carry out their plan W. G.

New York, April 9.

TO BLOW UP SUBMARINES.
Why 'ot Trail Contact Mines Over

thc Place of Submergence?
To the Editor or Tin: Sun Sir; why

not huvo every destroyer equipped with
a spar over tho stem projecting far
enough to clear the propellers and run-
ning over tho far end of tho spar a rope
or light cable so adjusted that It can
bo trailed out fifty feet, 100 feet, or any
desired length'.' To the outer end of the
rope or cable attach a small but heavy
contact nilno. When a destroyer sights
a submarine the nubmarlno pulls down
the blinds and submerges. Tho de-
stroyer could drag this contrivance back
and forth over the place where tho sub-
marine went down. If thero should be
contact with tho mine It would be tho
end of the submarine. A. C.

New York, April 9.

Snont the Eaale Had No While Feather
la Shed.

To tiis Uiaioji or Tun avsStr: Wae
It a snow Hurry they had In Hobokni
Friday? Or was it Jut the American
eagle aheddlng In wli'to feathers "

Dr.og.M.YN, j,yui & k. C. lJL'.-iiu-

ment, and why not put flicm to pr,ti.
tlcal uso while our rookies aro learn-
ing to operato them? Tear up 0!ti
Mother Earth, and plant, plant, plant!

Lot tho regulars, tho rookies and
tho Boy Scouts work ono or two hours
a day In the garden their garden-f- or

tho harvest shull find Its way into
tho homes of thoso they hao '!,'
behind them.

No doubt thousands of men and
wompn too will volunteer for the
'Tlant an Aero" uriuy. Tho ar.ii
necessary Implements will bo ltirxpcr..
slvc, compared with the results whlei
will be obtnlncl. The nihlco of tU
experts In tho national and Statu agr-
icultural departments ta nt our emu.
mand.

And when the crops tiro harvest!
there will bo an abundant Ktock from
which to supply tho families of our
soldiers and sailors free of charge at
through next winter and until th
next crops are gathered If tbf w:u
lasts that long. Tho problem ,,

.transportation and distribution "III t
'easily solved.

And If through tho mercy ' u:,

all wise Provldt-nc- thoso ituiis au
not needed In our own country, wo can
help to appcaso tho hunger of m.ll
tons of old men, women und ciilldier
In Europe.

Tho greatest problem hi llurope t
day Is tho food problem. There Is an
abundant supply of men, of nnunum-tlo-

and of guns. Uncle Hani car
enlist tho men, nnd ho can buy tin
ammunition nnd the suns. It it Uncli
Sam cannot manufacture potatoes.
beans, or onions, or turnips. TN
homo guard can.

Organize tho homo guard lt th
"Plant an Acre" nrmy. Let each &,;
newspaper plant u dozen acres. t,r
each fraternal lodge, each bcm-i-oH- ,

society, each woman's club, n,.)
trado union, plant an aoie. Let thir-b-

no central organization tith hl;i
salaried executives to devour half tht
crop. Let each club stand on In on
bottom, and on guard ngainn hi
postors and drones.

Plant an aero for tho wives an.
kiddles of Uncle Sam's soldiers tu
sailors! Do It now! In a few wcri.f
It will bo too late. Will you volunteer

Marsur.v G. Scott,
fPresIdcnt International Typographic.

Union.
" iNDIANArOLIS, Ind.

VAIN TO BELL THE CAT.

The Household Pet Majv the
Young of Illrd.

To the Editor or Tun sun Si- r
put bells on cats, as buggestrd by .

correspondent, would be Inoffo-t.M- - r
the main for the folluwlng i cat-on-. Ti
greatest mortality among birds 'ro"
cats Is among nestlings or flcdgang
that havo fluttered to tin- - ground I

helpless primary flight. Whole Muni?
aro destroyed in this cotidlti n r er.
summer by Individual farm rat,--.

Follow the winding courte nf tb. f

cat over a light snow In wintti 'n

woodlands, swamps, halt mat -- h, .

beaches, covering miles in a til: r
same course, though invisible -

In summer when hundreds nf
near thc ground aro crowded 1

young of our most useful v
birds.

Out here on Long Island u.i t ..
overrun with rats and cat" on i

farm 157 rats wero killed I.;
In 191C, and not un. d

to the cat which was j.r.
day. Cats arc of small valu-- ' n
Ing rats on the farms.

It would be well on tr-- s.if- -

that tho average farm cat n't.
the lives of ten birds during tb. .

lng Eeason without tho knuwl-d- c- '
Hoy !..tih

Orient Toint, April 9.

JERUSALEM RESTORED.

A Misconception Regarding One I'nln'
In the Letter Corn-clod- .

To the JEditor or Tiir t-- v V-

Hillnian Fountain of l'iamtili, X. J
my letter concerning "Jtrusa'-a- i 'a
stored" and appretlate his : ry '

potslhlu interpretation of t. - -

Times. I am. however, i.
the suggr-ilo:- -. that "the whole
of tho :,r.:a e.irs to termin.i-- .

Lord's coming 'n 1917 or then b"Ut !

a man nia.lo ptophecy, based
reading and a mlslnterpretatl"..
plo scripture. It is not In the I!!'- x

credtt.iblo student of prophe I

but some who ought to lit

teaeli It."
There is nothing in Dr. A'

or In my quotatio,. f

to warrant tho suggestion t'.' ' " '

ilcrmlth "prophesied the I.

in 1917 or thereabout "
IIonoucN, N. J.. April 9

TRADE BRIEFS
magusa fctone and

used la Japan a f .

kaolin. There !i an nppirt in.'
lean kaolin in the Japan- -

can be sold at u. nruu
EUfc.i atone, whK-l- i ii
cent u pound.

Consul-Gener- I.. J.
Chile, tin: : r

portunlty In that eouniry f

ductlon of AmerKau '

Trench and KnKllMi tnr -

Santiago and Valpar.i'f i

ctftful.
Wooden allinit fhlps v.

eneluefl are to bo ltul t ,
.t ;

ut ft. John, Nova S.-- - i '
repreient an outlay o' Jl ' "

Iead eultabla for tv-- -

needed at Amoy, rhln i '

ers formerl puppllr-- t'i
Investlg4tlons Into t

Ireland have he n

reported thai l.o.n""."""
avnllablo fr- - ub- -. '

company wl'.l t.ta:t :n in h

the course nf j car.
American einsine.-- a

In the Parana litver. Arse-t-

receive a portion t.i-

as payment. Thin pr.ij-- -t

of an experiment, iui.1 :t
probably result la oi ei.i
work la th Konrlo iltn

Mr, J, Morgan Clemen . i

rlcned by tho llurea-- i of "
inestlo C'omniercft tit luv.-- t

oped mineral fie Ida In tin '

benefit of American cap .

Hchoels of sgrlcultuiV i

been establlebid In th- -
inrnt for the heneiit of i

Modern farm iii.uIiIum - '

new ichou.
t'requi-li- ptlfrrap-- r

on.lriwnenta to s- v

tailed In n i I'D' I i .

Uv . t .to u


